
 

NATIONAL HORSESHOE PITCHERS FOUNDATION 

 Building for the future while preserving the past and showcasing the 
present. 

Contributions should be mailed to: 
P.O. Box 1628 

 Penn Valley, CA 95946 

I 
t’s time once again to remind horse-
shoe pitchers that this is the last issue 
of Shoes News they will receive if 
their subscription is not renewed by 

the time the April issue goes in the mail. 
Also, the April issue will not contain any 
advertisements that have not been renewed 
by that time. WSHPA members have 
through the years been excellent ad-getters. 
Editors of horseshoe pitching newsletters 
across the nation have complimented 
Shoes News for the number of ads, sup-
porting the newsletter. Last year members 
collected over $800 of advertising for 
Shoes News. That is a remarkable achieve-
ment and a statement of support for horse-
shoe pitching in our state.  
   This column is being written in front of a 
warm fire in the woodstove across the 
room from where I sit in my easy chair. I 
had planned to be in Everett on this day 
attending Winetrout #4. Outside the wind 
is blowing up a gale, snowflakes are swirl-
ing around, before the day is over, weather 
forecasters are predicting 4 to 10 inches of 
snow in the passes, and the price of fuel to 
enjoy some farfegnuegen to get to Everett 
in the newly acquitted VW diesel is well 
over $4/gallon. Important as I felt it was 
that I be at this annual WSHPA meeting of 
2012, at this moment I have no regrets.  
   But I am concerned long term, for how  
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Commentary: Jim Link, 

2011 WSHPA State Champions 
Men  Matt Fuller  Women Bonnie Lewis 

Elder  Russ Phillips 
    Jr Boy  Truman Hopper 

Jr. Girl Deanna Boyle 

Doubles Champions   2011 
            Lee Zalesny Jerry Conklin   

The NHPA/NHPF is again conducting the World Tournament Experience raffle. Tickets are 
$5.00 each, or 5 tickets for $20. We will have  ticket sellers in many charters, but not all. If you 
are interested in  purchasing tickets, you can contact Casey Sluys. He will write in your name  on 
all stubs, scan and email your proof of purchase back to you upon receipt of  your check. This 
method worked flawlessly last year. Please make all checks payable to the "NHPA", and on the 
subject line write  "RAFFLE".  
   The drawing will be held during the National  Sanctioned League Tournament at the NHPF Hall 
of Fame October 7th.  
CHECK OUT THE PRIZE LIST !!!!! GRAND PRIZE INCLUDES:  
1) Free entry into the 2013 World Tournament in St George, Utah ($125 value)  
2) One week luxury hotel stay (app  $700 value)  
3) Free local “goodie” package from hosts (app $ 300 value)  
(a) 2 Tickets to a Broadway show Tuacahn Amphitheater w/ pre show dinner (b) 2 Rounds of 
Golf (c) 2 Tickets to the Rosenbruch Wildlife  Museum (d) St. George Gift Bag (Hat, Shirt, etc.) 
(4)  Merchandise from GRS ( $100  value) (5)  Customized Tournament shirt ($50  value) 
(6)  Photo package from Bowdell Photography ($15  value)  
(7) 2 Hall of Fame Banquet tickets ($60 value) TOTAL ESTIMATED VALUE Total 
value  $1300 - $1500 2nd , 3rd , 4th, and 5th prizes will be a free entry into the world tournament 
* Need not be present to win * All prizes are transferable * Proceeds from this raffle will be split 
between the NHPA and NHPF * The NHPA will use their portion of  the proceeds to expand and 
upgrade the electronic scoring system The Raffle Committee wants to thank all of you for your 
support in this very worthwhile endeavor. Last year's raffle was  wildly successful, and we antici-
pate this year's raffle to be even better. Who knows.......maybe YOU will be the  one to win the 
grand prize this year !!!!!  
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Hello all, 
 The season has gotten off to a great 
start. I see new names in the winner col-
umns from the Winetrouts. How cool is 
that! I would like to send my congratula-
tion to Russ Phillips. He won the Valley of 

the Sun Tournament in Arizona this last month. I 
went but wasn't up to the challenge. But we had a 
great time. I see why everyone wants to head south 
over the winter… 78 degrees. Wow, it was nice. Paul 
Quam came up from California and I saw a lot of 
friends I have made going to world tournaments. It is 
like have family all over the United States. 
   Be sure when you see the guys from the Everett 
club, thank them for having the courts in such great 
shape. It is a great place to start our season and 
they really do a lot of work to have them ready for us. 
   I was talking to Jon Turnbull last night and he 
wants to have a money tournament in Chelan. It 
would be non-sanctioned, so anyone could play. 
Maybe a way to get new guys to give it a try. If you 
have any thought please see me or Jon. Let’s see if 
we can pull this off. That is it for now.  I will see you 
on the courts.    Don 

Every Tournament Starts with... 
“I pledge allegiance to the flag, of the United 

States of America and to the republic for 
which it stands, one nation under God,  indi-

visible, with liberty and justice for all.” 
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Shoes News thanks those who contribute articles, pictures, emails, and other items. Your comments, criticism, and input is always 

welcome. This page is for you to share your thoughts, 
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NEW & RETURNING MEMBERS 

Lane Zimbelman Tanyaa Zimbelman Marie Michael 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

Gail Fuller  Lorraine Koistenan Carol Magnus 
Beth McKay  Kara Morris  Evelyn Morris 
Nell Ryder  Evelyn Underwood Millie Ytgard 
Natalie Clark   

WELCOME TO OUR ASSOCIATION!!!!! 
 

SHOES NEWS SUBSCRIBERS 
Jack & Ruth Moore Henry Knauft  Dick Lee 
Arlene Bache  Loren Cavanaugh Floyd Davis 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!!!! 

Columbia Basin Open  April 21 
 
Tri City Open             May  

Several of the Kitsap Club members gathered at the 
recent memorial service for club member Joe Endrizzi 
who passed away on February 14 at age 81. The ser-
vice concluded with military honors since Joe was a 
Korean and Vietnam veteran and a Bronze medal re-
cipient. The family had put together a group of Joe's 
photos and mementos, and in the center of the display 
were Joe's three WSHPA Class Champion patches 
from 1994, 1995, and 1996 horseshoe tournaments. 
We'll miss his friendship and enthusiasm. When pitch-
ing with us on league nights in Port Orchard Joe 
would say, "I'm here because I love this game!" 

Carol Sperber Kitsap Club Secretary 
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Jim, 
Phyllis had a great idea. Add a contact phone number 
for someone to contact at a tournament. 
Usually we list our home phone numbers to contact us 
to sign up…..but, after we have left our home that 
morning, no one can get a hold of us using that phone 
number. 
   Should we start listing a cell phone number for a 
contact at the tournament ? 
   For any tournaments that say Rhonda Davis, use my 
cell phone for tournament day contact only. It is (253) 
831-0111. I still want to have the home phone number 
as the contact to sign up. 
Thank you.   Rhonda Davis, PMP  

Note from Sam Tomasavic BC Horseshoes 
The newsletter is on the website, along with the minutes from the 2011 
BCHA AGM and the minutes from the Horseshoe Canada  2011 AGM. 
   The minutes and the newsletter can be found on the website under about 
us, news/minutes. 
   The following is the direct link to the newsletter:  
http://www.bchorseshoe.com/news/1-2012.pdf Sam Visit our website 
www.bchorseshoe.com 

Matt Fuller 
Is the Jr. Promotions Director 

Anyone knowing Matt’s phone # & Email 
address, Please Contact Shoes News 

Many of you have already noticed the changes in the NHPA  website at 
www.horseshoepitching.com, through  the hard work and diligence of our 
wonderful "Webmaster," Steve Summerlin (aka  "Spock"). These updates 
were made with several goals in mind:  
1. To  make the website more modern and appealing.  
2. To make it easier to  navigate.  
3. To add more valuable information,  
4. To reduce  clutter.  
Other  improvements will be made as time permits - all in an effort to make 
your NHPA  website more user-friendly and inviting. Please take a few 
moments  to browse the site and become familiar with the new format. 
Your feedback is  welcome and desired.  
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WSHPA website 
http://www.wshpa.com 

Web: Rhonda Davis 
monstertrkdoug@aol.com 

Email Rhonda with your ideas 
for the Web Page 

Put horseshoes on subject line 

You can see and download the WSHPA schedule,  rules and by-
laws, a WSHPA entry form, read Shoes News and see lots of 

other information on the website. The website is growing.  
Webmaster: graywolfdesign.com 

our sport will survive in an economy of rising fuel prices. Often 
one must travel over 200 miles each weekend to support and par-
ticipate, I applaud those who do, and still admire the truth of the 
statement in previous newsletters, “This series of six tourna-

ments was started by Francis “Winnie” Winetrout in 1966. 
They serve a dual purpose...to encourage early renewal of State 
and National memberships and to give those of you who are 
hardy enough to brave rain, wind, sleet and snow, a way to 
keep your pitching skills at a competitive level on a year around 
basis”.  
   Winnie had a winning formula. He was awarded national rec-
ognition for the largest increase in horseshoe pitching participa-
tion in the nation.  
   Horseshoe Pitchers have always struggled to find ways to bring  
our sport to others, we believe that there is no activity that bene-
fits people in so many ways, culturally, physically, that list of 
words could fill a paragraph, but the challenge is a daunting one.  

(Continued from page 1) 

"Man will never 
reach the moon 
regardless of all 
future scientific 
advances." 

-- Dr. Lee DeForest, 
"Father of Radio & 
Grandfather of Tele-

vision." 
"The bomb will 
never go off. I 

speak as an expert 
in explosives." 

- - Admiral William 
Leahy , US Atomic 

Bomb Project 
"There is no like-
lihood man can 

ever tap the power 
of the atom." 

-- Robert Millikan, 

Nobel Prize in Phys-
ics, 1923 

Make it a point to 
visit our state 

and national web-
sites. 

 
WSHPA.com      

Horseshoepitch-
ing.com 

 
These sites are al-

ways changing 
Download Shoes 

News and the 
Tournament Recon-
ciliation Sheet from 

WSHPA.com 
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Russ Phillips 
Pitching For Jesus 

 
 
 
 
Col: 3:23 

 
And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily 

 as to the Lord and not unto men 

Game Related Sales 
Order your horseshoes and  

Game Related Sales items from: 

Jim Link 
509 773 4111 

Cell: 509 250 1035 
jhlink2@gorge.net 

1987 Glenwood Hwy 
Goldendale WA 98620 

Jon Turnbull 
360 826 5520 

 
turnfam@gotsky.com 

32974 Skagit Valley Hwy 
Sedro Woolley WA 98284 
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BATHROOMS 

A man has six items in his bath-
room: toothbrush and toothpaste, 
shaving cream, razor, a bar of 
soap, and a towel. 
 
The average number of items in 
the typical woman's bathroom is 
337.  A man would not be able to 
identify more than 20 of these 
items. 

Home of the Tulip Open, 
Strawberry Open, and the 
John Byfield Memorial 

Tournaments 
Call for info: 

Pres: John Turnbull—360-826-5520 

Vice Pres: Ross Scott—360-336-3828 

Treas: Margaret Byfield—360-424-3642 

Sec/Stats: Debi McRae—360-826-6118 
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 President: 
Duane  Nault 
(360) 867-1894 

VP Club Rep 
Dennis Tutewiler 

253 472 0424 

Sec. Treas. 
Jean Covington 

Tournamet Director  
Paul Tutweiler 
253-863 3322 

Practice—League  
Yauger Park 
1:00 PM Monday Thursday 

 Seattle Horseshoe 
Club 

President: Dick Lee 
Vice Pres. Orlean Clinton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sec. Treas: Norm Hanson 
TD: Bob Hassan 

Handicap League 
May Through Aug 

5:00 PM @ 
Woodland Park 

HISTORY OF SKAGIT VALLEY HORSESHOE CLUB 
BY FRED MESMAN 

   Around the year 1970, brothers Fred and Francis Mesman, went to the Sedro Woolley Logger Rodeo to play in the horse-
shoe games.  There we met Bill Owens.  From him we learned that the horseshoe games had been cancelled.  While visiting 
with Bill, he invited us to his house.  Bill’s house was located on the McCorquedale Road (now part of I-5 Auto World).  At 
this time Bill Owens had a horseshoe court underneath his house. 
   About a week or so later, Bill called us and wanted to know if we would be interested in starting a horseshoe club.  So we 
met and discussed things about it.  We needed a place to put the horseshoe courts.  We decided to rent a piece of land on the 
East side of Bill’s warehouse from Harold & Margaret Frye.  Ken Ellestad, a builder and friend of Bills, came over with his 
surveying tripod and helped us lay out the courts.  Ken was also a horseshoe pitcher and one of our first members.  We had 
eighteen horseshoe courts. 
   Later we cleared out Bill’s roofing supply warehouse and put in four horseshoe courts indoors.  Then we had a place to 
play in the winter time.  More players gradually came to play. 
   Some early players I recall are:  Mike Sloan, Don McDougle, Harold Summers, Charlie King, Bart Barber, Dick Mueller 
and Jack McNutt. 
   Bill Owens, Fred Mesman, Francis Mesman and Ken Ellestad were the first Skagit Valley horseshoe pitchers.  

Thanks to Phyl for this article 

World “Warm up & Smitty’s Famous Mystery Money  Tournament 
Where:        Knoxville  Convention  Center 
When:         July 28,  2012    10:00  am 
Details;       NHPA  Sanctioned Event, $20.00 Entry Fee 
Mixed Classes, Limited to 80 entries 
100% payback less scorekeeping fees 
Current Natstats will be used for seeding 
8 person Classes, No handicap, 40 shoe games Electronic scorekeeping will be used  
$$$ Win money each game  
$$$ Scorekeepers will be paid $2.00 per game(2  courts)  
Sign up on site, Registration 8:30 am to 9:30  am  
Learn to keep score in prep for the WT Pitch on the WT courts, be prepared Tournament Director:   
Jerry D.  Smith 
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                                           NHPA/WSHPA DUES 
Your membership is due on January 1st of each year.  This includes your state and national dues, plus tournament liability 
insurance and the WSHPA newsletter, Shoes News. NEWSLINE, the NHPA magazine published bi-monthly, is an extra fee. 
 

Name____________________________________________________Date of Birth:_____________________ 
 
Spouse’s Name (If associate member)__________________________Date of Birth :____________________ 
 
Address______________________________________________________________zip__________________ 
 
Winter Address________________________________________________________zip_________________ 
 
(Which months at winter address?)_________________________Email address (optional_________________ 
Pitching category (check one)- 
40’ Men____ Women ____, 30’ Men ____, Jr.boy ___, Jr. girl ____     Jr____ (18th birthday this year or younger) 
Check appropriate boxes- 
ADULT PITCHER DUES               _____  $47.00 
JUNIOR PITCHER DUES                                 _____ $  6.00 
WA STATE LIFETIME PITCHER DUES                            _____ $42.00  
(pitcher over 70 years & WA state member for a minimum of 5 years)  
ASSOCIATE MEMBER DUES                         _____    $  3.00 (spouse or other non-pitcher) 
NHPA NEWSLINE (extra)                                _____  $12.00  
WASHINGTON SHOES NEWS (for non member or associate subscription)      _____  $20.00 
 TOTAL ENCLOSED                                                             $_____ 
 Make checks payable to WSHPA. (remember your spouse’s associate dues)  
 PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM ALONG WITH YOUR ANNUAL DUES TO :  
  WSHPA Treasurer Email contact:  rhonda.d.davis@boeing.com 

 Rhonda Davis 
  16010 SE 322nd St 
  Auburn, WA 98092 
(Note : Natl dues and insurance $17, WSHPA dues inc. Shoes News $30 = Total of $47. Deduct $5 if lifetime pitcher.) 

until further notice junior membership 
dues are paid for by generous dona-
tions – please fill out a form, but do 
not include money for junior member-
ships  

Note : If there is more than one adult 
pitcher in your household, you may 
subtract $20 for the duplicate Shoes 
News subscription. Contact Rhonda if 
you have any questions.  

Goldendale Horseshoe Pitching 
Club 

   Home of the “Memorial Day Open” 
 and the NHPF “Harvest Fest” 

Wrap up your season at the “Harvest Fest”  
NHPF Benefit Tournament 

Breakfast & Lunch included in $20 entry fee 

Rich Fahlenkamp Pres.    509 261 1788 
Jim Link Sec. TD    509 250 1035 
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2012 Washington State Horseshoe Pitching Schedule 

10-Mar Winetrout V Forest Park Everett Davis, Rhonda 253/735-0213 

24-Mar Winetrout VI Forest Park Everett Davis, Rhonda 253/735-0213 

14-Apr Tulip Open Skagit Riverside Park Burlington Byfield, Margaret 360/424-3642 

21-Apr Columbia Basin Open Eastgate Park Kennewick McLaughlin, Monty 509/627-5019 

28-Apr Odessa Spring Fling Finney Field Odessa Goodwin, Dave 509/639-2547 

28-Apr Schooner Open S. Kitsap Cnty Park Prt. Orchard Lewis, Bonnie 360/876-1055 

5-May Snipes Mountain South Hill Park Sunnyside Phillips, Russ 509/882-2471 

6-May Monasmith Open Elks Park Yakima Zalesny, Lee 509/966-3316 


