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President’s  
Reflections:  
 

To our horseshoe family,  

First of all, I thank you all for the support you 
have given me since “electing” me as your 
president.  Don Davis did such a great job as 
our president for 10 years and Dennis 
Tutewiler, a true leader himself, also served us 
well as president.  Don is and was a humble, 
approachable, humorous and effective leader.  
His extensive service to us all is so appreciated. 
But…remember who lives with him.  Thank you 
Rhonda!  A special thank you goes out to Phyllis 
and Jim Quist, Don and Rhonda Davis, Vic 
Magnus, Curtis Lee, and Jerry Conklin.  These 
folks have really given me great advice and 
encouragement during this transition. Our 
entire horseshoe pitching family is truly a 
blessing to me and it is fair to say, we are a 
blessing to each other. 

We also thank Vic Magnus, who served as our 
Regional Director for about 10 years.  He is 
another tremendous, humble leader in our 
family who worked tirelessly behind the scenes 
serving us and is giving our new Regional 
Director, Curtis Lee, the support and 
encouragement he needs as Curt now serves 
us.  Congratulations Curtis!  Isn’t this fun??? 

Our 2020 Winetrout tournaments in Seattle 
had very good attendance for the most part.   
These tournaments, as you know, were my first 
attempts as a tournament director…talk about 
a learning curve!  If you attended any of these, 
thanks for coming out in the winter, for 
providing the delicious lunches, and for those 
who traveled long distances or over the 
mountain pass, a special applause goes out to 
you.    

Sadly, we mourned the loss of more of our 
horseshoe family members since our State 

Tournament last Fall.   Our heartfelt thoughts 
and prayers go to those who lost loved ones.  
Now we face this awful corona virus, Covid 19.  
The impact on the people of our state, our 
country and the world is tragic.  Please take 
every precaution you can to stay healthy.  As of 
this writing Winetrout 6, the Tulip Open, the 
Seattle Open, and the Odessa Spring Fling have 
been cancelled.  It is nearly impossible to pitch 
together with a 6 foot social distancing 
advisement.  So we all hope and pray that this 
virus will subside, a cure will be found and a 
vaccine will be discovered soon.   
 
Spring is here, thankfully, with much more 
daylight, blossoms brightening our days and 
warmer temperatures warming our bones.  
Keep throwing those shoes if you can safely do 
so using social distancing, of course.  Keep 
smiling, and remember the lyrics, “I think to 
myself, what a wonderful world”.  God Bless, 
Jon  

 

Note from Phyllis Quist 
 
The Bellingham H.S. Club gathered at the Quist 
home for their yearly meeting in February.  
Newly elected officers are President – Gary 
Shinpaugh and Duane Gates as our Ex. Bd. Rep. 
   At this time we are hoping we will be able to 
hold the Bellingham Intl. in Aug. 
Early in March Gene Kuiken had a slight stoke.  
He is recovering good and feeling like he wants 
to get out and start pitching again! 
   Here’s hoping all are well and a shout out to 
clubs to let us all know what is happening in 
your area.  Get an article to Chris for the Shoes 
News. 
   Thank you Chris for getting us going again.   
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Horseshoe History 

Actual shoes for horses and other beasts of 

burden began in ancient times. Although 

horseshoes did not often appear in ancient art, 

there are enough instances to beg the 

probability. For example a mosaic portraying the 

Battle of Issus dug up in Pompeii in the 1830s 

clearly shows a horseshoe on a horse1. 

Also Catullus refers to a shoe of a mule in his 

poetry and he lived during the time of Augustus. 

 
 
Horseshoes were developed to harden and 

protect the hooves of horses for the rigorous jobs 

they had to perform. Interestingly enough, the 

first horseshoes were not nailed on, but held on 

in the same manner sandals were held onto the 

feet of humans. Even so, the Dark Ages saw 

much less use of horseshoes, and it does not 

appear that horses were generally shod until at 

least the 9th century. The practice did not 

become common in England until the invasion by 

the Normans in 1066 

. (Though horseshoes were certainly used there 

in Roman times.) 

Horseshoes: A History of the Game! 

The game of horseshoes is thought to have 

descended from the ancient Greek sport of the 

discus throw. The story is that Greeks developed 

a sport where the discus was thrown at a stake. 

But many of the poorer people could not afford  

the discus so they used cast off horseshoes 

instead. At the time, horseshoes were actually 

round, with a hole in the middle. This evolved into 

the game of quoits (which uses a 4 pound iron 

ring in a manner similar to horseshoes). Quoits 

then spawned the game of horseshoes.2 

Horseshoes in the United States was probably 

brought over by the early English settlers. But 

modern horseshoes might well be called 

"muleshoes" because it was spread by Union 

soldiers during the American Civil War playing 

the game with the discarded shoes of mules. 

The first world championship of horseshoe 

pitching took place in 1910 in Bronson, Kansas. 

At this event ringers counted five points, leaners 

three, and close shoes one. The first organization 

of Horseshoe pitchers was also in Kansas in 

1914, making that state the home of American 

Horseshoe pitching. Standards were set 

regulating the size and weight of horseshoes (2 

pounds to 2 pounds and 2 ounces). The stake 

was then ordered to stick 8 inches out of the 

ground. 

But it was not until 1920 that many of the more 

familiar rules were adopted such as cancellation 

scoring. The stake was also raised to 10 inches 

(leaning slightly toward the opposite stake). It 

was also at this time that extra points awarded 

for leaners was abolished. It is interesting that 

even today (nearly 100 years later) there is 

controversy among new players regarding the 

value of a  

"leaner".                                                                   

In the 1930s the stake was raised again to 15 

inches. And the number of points for an official 

game went from 50 to 40 points. Today, the game 

is popular throughout the United States. It is                                                               

estimated that more than 10 million people play 

horseshoes every year. 
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http://www.indepthinfo.com/horseshoes/history.htm#footnotes
http://www.indepthinfo.com/articles/catullus.shtml
http://www.indepthinfo.com/extended-quotes/catullus-husband.htm
http://www.indepthinfo.com/horseshoes/history.htm#footnotes
http://www.indepthinfo.com/horseshoes/rules.htm#cancellation-scoring
http://www.indepthinfo.com/horseshoes/rules.htm#cancellation-scoring


 

WASHINGTON STATE HORSESHOE 
PITCHING ASSOCIATION OFFICERS                                                         

 

Jon Martin, President 206-226-7729, 10119 228th Pl 
SE, Woodinville, WA 98077, 
martinjsox2004@gmail.com 

Barry Gentle, 1st Vice President 206-459-1469 PO 
Box 2265 Gig Harbor WA 98335 
barrygent@gmail.com  

Cindy Clausen, 2nd Vice President 206-240-5300 
24300 32nd. Ave W, Brier, WA 98036 425-489-
1951 csclausen@comcast.net 

 Sharon McLaughlin, 3rd Vice President 509-987-
4931 9139 W. Arrowhead Ave Kennewick WA 
99336 montysam45@gmail.com  

Bonnie Lewis, Jr. Promotions 360-876-1055 2005 
Hillwood Ln SE Port Orchard WA 98367 
bonnielewis688@hotmail.com 

Rhonda Davis, Secretary/Treasurer 253-735-0213 
16010 SE 322nd St Auburn WA 98092 
rhonda.d.davis@boeing.com  

Jerry Conklin, Statistician 509-930-8681 2510 Lila 
Ave. Yakima WA 98902-5034 
tp1mech@hotmail.com  

Curt Lee, Regional Director, 360-434-6420, 
curtislee1955@gmail.com    
 
Jon Turnbull, Promotions 360-826-5520 32974 
Skagit Hwy Sedro Woolley WA 98284 
joncarol29@outlook.com 

 
Phyllis Quist, Chair HOF Committee 360-384-4544 
P.O. Box 517, Ferndale, WA 98248 
phyquist@openaccess.org  

Hall of Fame Committee, Jean Covington, Chair,        
(Carol Sperber, Jon Turnbull, Matt Fuller, Phyllis       
Quist)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
  

 

 

History of the Horse-Shoe  Ref to: 

http://www.horseshoepitching.com/gameinfo/hi

story.shtml - National Horseshoe Pitching History 

 

 
 
SHOES NEWS is published bi-monthly except 
November and December 
Editor: Chris Martin  email  jon4chris@gmail.com  
Or, search Chris Burkman Martin on Facebook and 
then message her 
 
WSHPA website: http://www.wshpa.com Web: 
Rhonda Davis monstertrkdoug@aol.com Email  

 
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO LARRY 
LEWIS FOR ALL THE HARD WORK AND 
SUPPORT HE DID AS THE EDITOR OF 
SHOE NEWS.  HE DID A GREAT JOB 
AND GRACIOUSLY HANDED THESE 
DUTIES TO CHRIS MARTIN.  WE 
APPRECIATE YOU, LARRY. 
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2020 Tournament Schedule 

2020 WSHPA Tournament Schedule 
Printable Version 

Date Tournament Location Director Dir. Phone Fee Sanction # 

11-Jan 
Winetrout 
I(Bellingham Host) 

Woodland Park 
Seattle 

Martin, Jon 
206/226-
7729 

$17 001-20-001 

25-Jan 
Winetrout II 
(Enumclaw Host) 

Woodland Park 
Seattle 

Martin, Jon 
206/226-
7729 

$17 001-20-002 

8-Feb 
Winetrout III 
(Olympia Host) 

Woodland Park 
Seattle 

Martin, Jon 
206/226-
7729 

$17 001-20-003 

22-Feb 
Winetrout IV (Kitsap 
Host) 

Woodland Park 
Seattle 

Martin, Jon 
206/226-
7729 

$17 001-20-004 

7-Mar 
Winetrout V (Skagit 
Host) 

Woodland Park 
Seattle 

Martin, Jon 
206/226-
7729 

$17 001-20-005 

21-Mar 

Winetrout VI 
(Potluck & 
Auction)CANCELLE
D 

Woodland Park 
Seattle 

Martin, Jon 
206/226-
7729 

$17 001-20-006 

4-Apr 
Tulip Open 
***CANCELLED 

Skagit Riverside 
Pk Burlington 

Turnbull, Jon 
360/826-
5520 

$20 001-20-007 

11-Apr Open Date (Easter Weekend) 

18-Apr 
Seattle Open 
CANCELLED 

Woodland Park 
Seattle 

Martin, 
Jon 

206/226-
7729 

$20 001-20-008  

25-Apr 
Odessa Spring 
Fling CANCELLED 

Finney Field 
Odessa 

Heutink, 
Ron 

509/754-
5132 

$20 001-20-009  

2-May Kitsap Open 
S. Kitsap Cnty Pk 
Prt. Orchard 

Lewis, 
Bonnie 

360/876-
1055 

$20 001-20-010  

9-May 
Columbia Basin 
Open 

Eastgate Park 
Kennewick 

Magnus, 
Vic 

509/554-
2768 

$20 001-20-011  

11-May World Tournament Entry Deadline - Entry forms on "Horseshoepitching.com" website 

16-May Open Date 

23-May 
All American Money 
Tournament 

Franklin Park 
Spokane 

Reeves, 
Kaiti 

509/389-
7781 

$20 
Non-
Sanctioned 

 

6-Jun 
Hansen Brothers 
Memorial 

Woodland Park 
Seattle 

Martin, 
Jon 

206/226-
7729 

$20 001-20-012  

13-Jun Strawberry Open *** 
Skagit Riverside Pk 
Burlington 

Turnbull, 
Jon 

360/826-
5520 

$20 001-20-013  

14-Jun 
John Byfield 
Memorial *** 

Skagit Riverside Pk 
Burlington 

Turnbull, 
Jon 

360/826-
5520 

$20 001-20-014  

20-Jun Rehard Open 
Franklin Park 
Spokane 

Reeves, 
Kaiti 

509/389-
7781 

$20 001-20-015  

21-Jun Ed Welsch Open 
Franklin Park 
Spokane 

Reeves, 
Kaiti 

509/389-
7781 

$20 001-20-016  

27-Jun Kitsap Memorial 
S. Kitsap Cnty Pk 
Prt. Orchard 

Lewis, 
Bonnie 

360/876-
1055 

$20 001-20-017  

28-Jun 
Kitsap Double Your 
Fun - Doubles 
Tourn 

S. Kitsap Cnty Pk 
Prt. Orchard 

Lewis, 
Bonnie 

360/876-
1056 

$10 
Non-
Sanctioned 

 

 
 

11-
Jul 

Lakefair 
Open 

Yauger 
Park 
Olympia 

Tutewiler, 
Dennis 

253/271-
6769 

$20 
001-20-
018 

 

13-
Jul 

World 
Tournament 
Starts 

Monroe La  

18-
Jul 

Open Date 

25-
Jul 

World 
Tournament 

Monroe La  

http://www.wshpa.com/pdf/2020_WSHPA_Schedule.pdf


 

Ends 

8-
Aug 

Earl 
Kettleson 
Night 
Tournament 

Franklin 
Park 
Spokane 

Reeves, 
Kaiti 

509/389-
7781 

$20 
001-20-
019 

 

15-
Aug 

Bellingham 
International 

Cornwall 
Park 
Bellingham 

Quist, 
Phyllis 

360/384-
4544 

$20 
001-20-
020 

 

16-
Aug 

Bellingham 
International 
(Day 2) 

Cornwall 
Park 
Bellingham 

Quist, 
Phyllis 

360/384-
4544 

 001-20-
020 

 

28-
Aug 

Paid entries for WSHPA Singles must be to WSHPA T.D. 
Forms on WSHPA.com website 

Martin, 
Jon 

$25   

28-
Aug 

Paid entries for WSHPA Doubles must be to WSHPA T.D. 
Forms on WSHPA.com website" 

Martin, 
Jon 

$15 
each 

  

28-
Aug 

Cut Off date for State NATSTAT Entry Percentage 

29-
Aug 

Open Date 

2-
Sep 

State Classes &Schedules Posted on WSHPA Web Site 

5-
Sep 

WSHPA 
State 
Singles 

Franklin 
Park 
Spokane 

Martin, 
Jon 

206/226-
7729 

 001-20-
021 

 

6-
Sep 

WSHPA 
State 
Singles 

Franklin 
Park 
Spokane 

Martin, 
Jon 

206/226-
7729 

 001-20-
021 

 

6-
Sep 

WSHPA 
Annual 
Meeting & 
Banquet 

Spokane 
Reeves, 
Kaiti 

509/389-
7781 

$25   

7-
Sep 

WSHPA 
State 
Doubles 

Franklin 
Park 
Spokane 

Martin, 
Jon 

206/226-
7729 

 001-20-
022 

 

13-
Sep 

Entries for Pacific Northwest Close 
at 9:00 PM 

Quist, 
Phyllis 

360/384-
4544 

   

19-
Sep 

Pacific 
Northwest 

Kennewick 
Quist, 
Phyllis 

360/384-
4544 

$15 
001-20-
023 

 

19-
Sep 

PNW 
Annual 
Meeting & 
Banquet 

Kennewick 
Quist, 
Phyllis 

360/384-
4544 

$25   

20-
Sep 

Pacific Northwest (Day 2) Kennewick 

26-
Sep 

Odessa 
Open 

Finney 
Field 
Odessa 

Heutink, 
Ron 

509/754-
5132 

$20 
001-20-
024 

 

3-
Oct 

Chelan 
Open ??? 

Chelan 
Turnbull, 
Jon 

360/826-
5520 

$20 
Non-
Sanctioned 

 

*** Tournaments have $250 Added Prize Money 

Normal Entry Deadline at 9 PM on the Thursday prior to the tournament 

Check in before 8:30 AM (9:30 for the Winetrouts) unless otherwise notified 

11/1/2019 
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Order your horseshoes and Game 

Related Sales items from: 
 

Jon Turnbull 360-826-5520 

joncarol29@outlook.com 32974 

Skagit Valley Hwy Sedro Woolley 

WA 98284 
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